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Ementa 

This course introduces a methodology for scaffolding academic reading and writing that 
has proved highly successful in universities, secondary and primary schools, across 
Australia and internationally, accelerating learning of all students at 2 to 4 times 
expected rates of development. The strategies draw on principles of scaffolded learning, 
systemic functional discourse analysis and genre approaches to writing, in a form that is 
accessible, practical and meets the needs of teachers and students. They are designed to 
be applied as part of normal teaching practice, integrated with the curriculum at all 
levels of education, and can be used in first language or second language learning. The 
course begins with a discussion of the principles of scaffolding reading in the context of 
academic curricula. Strategies are then demonstrated for supporting all learners in a 
class to accurately read, and critically interpret, academic texts. Strategies are then 
demonstrated for supporting learners to write successful academic texts, using what 
they have learnt from reading. Finally a method is described for selecting and analysing 
texts to prepare lessons, that has been adapted from SFL discourse analysis for teachers 
to apply in the classroom. Active discussion and hands on practice will be used in the 
course as far as possible. Video and transcripts of classroom practice will be used to 
illustrate the strategies. 
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