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Ementa: 
 
This workshop is designed for people with some experience of undertaking analysis of texts using 
systemic functional grammar. The aim is to extend participants’ skills in discourse analysis by exploring 
ways in which to move from the findings of grammatical analyses to semantic characterisations of the 
significant patterns in a text. A range of analytical frameworks will be drawn on, including Hasan’s 
semantic networks (1996). We will show how the process of systematically inter-relating analyses at the 
lexicogrammatical and semantic strata produces a more coherent account of the text in its social context 
than can be achieved through analysis located in one stratum only. We will discuss in some detail the key 
methodological issue of how to map semantic resources so that they can be related to lexicogrammatical 
ones. Participants will be encouraged to bring their own analyses for further exploration and discussion. 
The presenter will also provide analyses from a range of registers – including literary texts, academic 
writing, business texts, and interactive oral discourse – as the basis for discussion. The texts for analysis 
will be predominantly in English.  
 
Reference: 
Hasan, R. 1996. Ways of saying, ways of meaning. (eds. C.Cloran, D.Butt and G.Williams). London: 
Cassell. 
Hasan, R. 1996. Ways of saying, ways of meaning. (eds. C.Cloran, D.Butt and G.Williams). London: 
Cassell. 
Hasan, R., (2004.) "The World in Words: Semiotic Mediation, Tenor and Ideology." In The Development 
of Language: Functional Perspectives on Species and Individuals. G.Williams and A.Lukin (eds.) 
London: Continuum. 
Hasan, R. and Cloran, C., (1990.) "A Sociolinguistic Interpretation of Everyday Talk between Mothers 
and Children." In Learning, Keeping and Using Language.  Selected Papers from the 8th World 
Congress of Applied Linguistics, Sydney, 16 - 21 August 1987. M.A.K.Halliday, J.Gibbons and 
H.Nicholas. (eds.) Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company. 
Hasan R., Cloran C., Williams G. and Lukin A. 2005. Semantic networks. In Continuing Discourse on 
Language. Eds. J. Webster, C. Matthiessen and R. Hasan. London: Equinox. 
Williams G. 2005. Semantic variation. In Continuing Discourse on Language. Eds. J. Webster, C. 
Matthiessen and R. Hasan. London: Equinox.  
 
 
 

   


