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Ementa 
 
Systemic functional linguistics (SFL) has always made a strong claim for its relevance to 
language education programs, and a great deal has now been written over the years of ways to 
design educational programs, many of them to do with the teaching of English, both as a mother 
tongue and as a second language. There is a particular challenge in designing programs for 
teacher education, since these should do more than offer courses in linguistics of the kind that 
are taught in university departments of linguistics. Instead, there is a need to develop an 
educational linguistics which draws on the linguistic tradition, while also addressing issues of 
pedagogy. This course will explore ways to use the SF grammar to design programs for teacher 
education, considering ways to introduce the metafunctions, as well as notions of register and 
genre. The course will be text -based involving participants in a great deal of practical work 
using texts drawn from educational settings.  
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