Minutes of the foundation of the Latin American Systemic Functional Linguistics Association (Asociación de Lingüística Sistémico-Funcional de América Latina (ALSFAL))

On March 31st 2005, the Latin American Systemic Functional Linguistics Association (ALSFAL) was founded, consequent upon the following procedure:
· In a meeting held on 15th April 2004 in Mendoza, Argentina, as part of the First Latin American Regional Conference on SFL, the need and desire were expressed to set up a Latin American Association to bring together linguists from the different countries of the region who work within the SFL theoretical framework. The following teachers and researchers were present at the meeting: 

	Alabi,  Ana María
	UNJ
	Arg. Jujuy

	Anglada, Liliana
	UNC
	Arg. Córdoba

	Barbara, Leila
	PUCSP
	Brasil

	Boccia, Cristina
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Bombelli, Griselda
	UNC
	Arg. Córdoba

	Buck,  Marilyn
	UNAM
	México

	Carrizo,Elia
	UNSJ
	Arg. San Juan

	Colombi,  Cecilia
	UCDavis
	Arg - EEUU

	Collins,Heloisa
	PUCSP
	Brasil

	Fernández,  María Delia
	UNL
	Arg. Santa Fe

	Germani, Miriam
	UNLaP
	Arg. La Pampa

	Ghio, Elsa
	UNL
	Arg. Santa Fe

	Hansen,  Ana María
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Hassan, Samiah
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Hlavacka, Laura
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Ignatieva, Natalia
	UNAM
	Mexico

	Johnson,  Michel
	UCDavis
	EEUU - Calif

	Martínez Ramacciotti, Javier
	UNC
	Arg. Cordoba

	Martínez,  Iliana
	U.N. Río IV
	Arg. Río Cuarto

	Miret, Ana María
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Mizón,  María Isabel
	
	Chile

	Moss, Gillian
	UNINORTE
	Colombia

	Moyano, Estela Inés
	UNGS
	Arg. Bs As.

	Parra, Paola
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Pascual, Graciela
	UNLaP
	Arg. La Pampa

	Poj, Liliana
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Rivas, Lucía
	UNLaP
	Arg. La Pampa

	Suárez,  Jimena
	UNCuyo
	Arg. Mendoza

	Westhoff,  Ingrid      
	UCSC
	Chile,Concepción        


· By consensus and making use of email communication, the statutes of the new Association, ALSFAL, were defined and the constitution was drafted in the three official languages of the Association: Spanish, Portuguese and English.  

· A Constituent Committee was set up with the following functions: 

1. To carry out and monitor the process of voting on the draft Constitution and to draft the minutes accordingly. 
2. To carry out, in cooperation with all the members, the drafting of the Association’s statutes including the organization chart, functions of the officers, etc. 
3. To initiate coordination and planning for the holding of the next conference, including setting up the necessary contacts. 
4. To disseminate information about the setting up of ALSFAL and invite new members. 

5. Within a period of 9 months from the founding of ALSFAL, to call elections for the Officers of the Association for the first period and to coordinate and supervise the election procedure. 

· The following people were proposed as members of the Constituent Committee: Ana Hansen (UNCuyo, Mendoza), Estela Moyano (UNGS, Buenos Aires, Argentina), Griselda Bombelli (UNC, Córdoba, Argentina), Leila Barbara (PUCSP, San Paulo, Brazil), Ingrid Westhoff (UCSC, Concepción, Chile) and Gillian Moss (UniNorte, Colombia).

· An email address was created for ALSFAL: lasfla@gmail.com, from which the members of the Association listed up to December 2004 were invited to vote on the draft Constitution and the Constituent Committee. It was decided to count explicit votes in favour and against. Abstentions were not counted since a large number of those invited to vote failed to respond. 
· On this date, voting has been closed with the following results:

Votes in favour:  

1. Laura Hjlavaca, UNCuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

2. Natalia Ignatieva

3. Teresa Oteiza

4. Javier Martínez Ramacciotti, UNC, Córdoba, Argentina

5. Liliana Anglada, UNC, Córdoba, Argentina

6. María Delia Ricci, UNL, Santa Fe, Argentina

7. Ingrid Westhoff, UCSC, Concepción, Chile

8. Estela Moyano, UNGS, Buenos Aires, Argentina

9. Dense Minor

10. Liliana Poj, UNCuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

11. Paola Parra, UNCuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

12. Víctor Castel, UNCuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

13. Gillian Moss, UniNorte, Colombia

14. Ana María Miret, UNCuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

15. Iliana Martínez, U.N. Río IV, Córdoba, Argentina
16. Graciela Pascual, UNLaP, La Pampa, Argentina
17. Lucía Rivas, UNLaP, La Pampa, Argentina
18. Cecilia Colombi, UC Davis, California, EEUU

19. Griselda Bombelli, UNC, Córdoba, Argentina

20. Cristina Boccia, UNCuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

21. Leila Barbara, PUCSP, Brazil

22. Ana Hansen, UNCuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

The above procedure having reached its conclusion, the Latin American Systemic Functional Linguistics Association was founded, its statutes approved and its Constituent Committee created. 

